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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can make connections between the events, ideas, or concepts in a text. (RL.3.3)  

I can explain how an illustration contributes to the story. (RL.3.7) 

I can distinguish between a narrator or character’s point of view and my own. (RL.3.6) 

I can retell key ideas from an informational text. (RI.3.2) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can explain how the illustrations in That Book Woman help me understand the challenges faced by the 

characters.  

• I can make connections between the challenges two characters face in a story.  

• I can retell important ideas from the informational text “Physical Environments around the World.” 

• Partner discussion of text illustrations from characters’ 

perspectives 

• Partner discussion of questions after reading the 

informational text 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Understanding Characters’ Challenges Using 

Illustrations (10 minutes)  

2. Work Time  

A. Interactive Read-aloud of That Book Woman (20 

minutes)  

B. Reading Informational Text: Physical Environments 

around the World (25 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Closing: Debrief (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Look through books in your classroom, school, or 

local library, or in your collection at home. Find one 

about a real place in the world. What are some of the 

landforms and water features there? What is the 

climate like? What might the lives of people who live 

in that environment be like? Discuss this with an 

adult at home. 

• Mention to students that this lesson launches Unit 3 of the module and that the lesson numbers start 

back at 1. 

• This lesson is designed to be a bridge from the idea of overcoming personal obstacles to overcoming 

obstacles in the physical environment that make it difficult or more challenging to access books. That 

Book Woman involves characters who struggle with both types of obstacles. This leads into an 

informational text in the latter part of the lesson that helps students build background knowledge about 

environments around the world. This lays the foundation for later work in the unit involving research 

into how people around the world overcome the physical obstacles to accessing books. 

• Review: Recommended Texts list for Unit 3. (There are Recommended Texts lists for each of the three 

units in Module 1 on the EngageNY website. Each list includes books at a variety of reading levels.) 

• Reminder: The classroom library should be well stocked with many of the books in the Recommended 

Texts list for Unit 3 (or the module as a whole), as well as other books from a variety of genres. This 

should include some “in demand” books that are “stretch” texts, texts that are a bit above most students’ 

reading levels, but texts for which they will want to reach.  

• Continue to promote an expectation of ‘wide reading’ with students. Make clear that they are expected 

to be reading regularly at home, in addition to the reading they are doing at school. Students should 

always have a book or books ‘on the go’ (books they are actively and regularly reading independently). 

• In this lesson, students will be using an article called “Physical Environments around the World.” The 

article is available in two Lexile levels (680L and 530L). 

• There are two additional resources to assist students in understanding the content of the article 

“Physical Environments around the World.” One is the 530L version formatted with gist boxes for each 

paragraph. The other is the 530L version with a glossary of words for each paragraph. It is 

recommended that either of these could be used with struggling learners or ELLs in advance and/or 

directly following this lesson to provide struggling students or ELLs a way to gain a better 

understanding. 

• In advance: Reread That Book Woman to determine appropriate stopping points for the interactive 

read-aloud (for lesson opening). The read-aloud is intentionally interactive, since students have already 

read That Book Woman multiple times. 
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 Teaching Notes (continued) 

 • In advance: Prepare sets of illustrations from That Book Woman. See materials listed below and 

Opening for details about the sorts of illustrations to select and prepare. Or bookmark the text at key 

illustrations that will be projected using a document camera during the lesson. 

• In advance: Gather photos of various physical environments around the world (from books, magazines, 

etc.) See materials list below. 

• The jigsaw protocol is used in Lesson 4 of this unit. To allow for smoother transitions during that lesson, 

consider taking students through the steps of the jigsaw for a simple task to build familiarity (see 

Appendix 1). 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

obstacles, challenges, overcome, 

perspective, role, “face challenges,” 

physical environment, remote, valley, 

mountain, gulley, distance, climate, 

landforms, desert, mountains, rivers, 

arctic, coast, island 

 

• That Book Woman (book; teacher copy only; from Unit 1) 

• Document camera (to project the pictures and text for all to see) 

• Sets of illustrations from That Book Woman. Two of Cal struggling with personal obstacles and two of Book Woman 

struggling with geographic/physical obstacles (one set per pair of students) 

• Handout: “Physical Environments around the World” (680L/530L) (one per student; level dependent on student) 

• Photos of various environments around the world (from books, magazines, etc.) that clearly show some landforms and some 

indication of climate (weather, season, etc.) (one picture per pair of students) 

• Physical Environments around the World: Directions and Discussion Questions (one per student) 

• Sticky notes (optional) 

• Important Unit 3 Terms anchor chart (for display in Closing) 

• Lesson 1 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Obstacles: That Book Woman chart (optional resource for Opening) 

• Conversation Cards (originally from Unit 1, Lesson 5) 

• Physical Environments around the World (530 L with gist boxes) 

• Physical Environments around the World (530L with gist boxes and glossary) 

• Physical Environments around the World (680L with gist boxes and glossary) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Understanding Characters’ Challenges Using Story Illustrations (10 minutes) 

• Welcome students to Unit 3, the final unit of the module! Praise their hard work and efforts up to this point. Tell them that 

Unit 3 promises to be an exciting learning adventure.  

• Show students the cover of That Book Woman (central text from Unit 1). Remind them of the work they did with the text 

in Unit 1 and how the main character, Cal, had to overcome some personal obstacles in order to learn to read.  

• Clarify the meaning of the word ‘obstacle’ as: something that gets in the way; a barrier. An optional material for the next few 

steps is the chart “Obstacles: That Book Woman.” The word ‘obstacle’ becomes a very important word through the 

remainder of the unit and module. 

• Ask students to examine the illustration on the book’s cover. Ask: “What do you notice about Cal compared to his sister?” 

• Give students time to think and then share with a partner. Invite contributions. Listen for students’ comments about Cal’s 

body language—define this term if needed. Explain: “Cal had to overcome some personal obstacles before he could learn to 

read. That means there were things going on inside him that made the idea of reading books feel hard.”  

• Invite students to turn and talk about some of the things they remember from the story that Cal was struggling with. 

Students may say things such as: “He was embarrassed.” Remind students that Cal got to a point where he realized he 

wanted to be able to read and then ask: “What were the obstacles for Cal?” 

• Explain: “Not only were there some things going on inside of Cal that were obstacles to his reading, but it was also really 

hard for him to get books. Point out the picture of the “Book Woman” on the cover. Remind students of this other important 

character and how she would bring books to Cal’s family. Say “It wasn’t easy for the Book Woman to get to Cal and his 

family. There were some obstacles that she had to overcome.” Students will likely mention traveling up and down and 

through the mountains, alone and in all kinds of weather. Start moving students toward an understanding related to a 

person’s physical environment can impact the way they live. 

• Point out the second learning target, and read it aloud: “I can explain how the illustrations in That Book Woman help me 

understand the challenges faced by the characters.”  

• Review terms such as illustrations and challenges as needed. 

• The word ‘obstacle’ is a very useful 

and important word in this unit and 

at this point in the module. 

Consider providing nonlinguistic 

symbols, such as a person trying to 

move a heavy rock for the concept of 

personal obstacles. For physical 

obstacle, an image of a person next 

to a large hill or mountain. 

• You may need to make the 

distinction for students by pointing 

out that the texts used in Units 1 

and 2 were more about personal 

obstacles (Trisha’s inability to read, 

Henry not reading to get smarter, 

Selig not having a purpose for the 

words he collected). Then later 

when students begin to read the text 

My Librarian is a Camel you help 

students understand that now the 

obstacles are physical in nature. 

• If appropriate, students can circle or 

star information from the picture 

that they want to share. Sticky notes 

are another way for students to 

record that same information. 
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Opening (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

•  Ask students to look at sets of illustrations from the book (two or three that show a picture of Cal and his personal 

obstacles to reading, and two or three of the Book Woman and the physical/geographic obstacles she faced in getting books 

to Cal’s family).  

• Have each child in the partnership take a few moments to silently look at the pictures. Then think about this question: 

* “What specific details in the illustration show challenges, obstacles?” 

• Have students talk to each other explaining how the illustrations show the challenges they each face. 

• If copies of illustrations are not 

easily acquired, use a document 

camera to project the selected 

images, one at a time. 

 

Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Interactive Read-aloud of That Book Woman: Role-playing to Understand the Obstacles the Characters 

Face (20 minutes) 

• Explain that in this lesson, students will experience the story again, but that this time they will either pay attention to Cal or 

to the Book Woman. Encourage students to pretend that they actually are that character. “If you are ____ [insert Cal or the 

Book Woman], what obstacles or challenges do you face in this story? Now think about how you would act and how you 

would feel. What would you say? What would you do?” 

• Clarify the idea of taking the perspective of a character. Explain: “While we cannot actually become someone else, we can 

role-play. In other words, we can pretend to be that person, like an actor does. When we do that, we have to take on the 

character’s perspective, or way of looking at things. In other words, we have to imagine what they would think and how they 

would feel and act. For example, if I took on the role of someone who was afraid of trying something new, I would have to act 

like I am nervous and afraid, even if I am actually a person who loves to try new things. I would be role-playing someone 

else, or pretending to be that person, and taking their perspective - their thoughts, feelings, motivations, and actions.  

• Pair students up. Assign one partner to play the role of Cal and the other partner to be the Book Woman. 

• Post and read the supporting learning target: “I can make connections between the challenges two characters face in a 

story.” Explain that as students listen to the read-aloud, they should try to put themselves into the role of their character: 

“What obstacles do you face? How do you overcome them?” There is an optional anchor chart called, “Obstacles: That Book 

Woman” that can be used with the class or with small groups before, during, or after the lesson. 

• This activity will be very challenging 

for ELLs. If possible, they could go 

through the exercise with another 

student who speaks their home 

language. There is an online read 

aloud of the story that shows the 

pictures as the story is read (in the 

Appalachian dialect). ELLs could 

view and listen with an adult on the 

computer. Pausing at points, the 

adult could model the role play for 

the student(s). Depending upon 

their understanding, they may be 

able to take over the role play.  

• The word ‘remote’ is another critical 

word to the upcoming work in Unit 

3. Help students build a solid 

understanding of this word by using 

it frequently. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Be sure to clarify that face in this context means “have to deal with,” or “encounter.” Remind students of the meaning of the 

word ‘obstacle’ if necessary. Ask students to try to define overcome. If necessary, provide a definition. 

• Begin to read That Book Woman aloud. To warm the students up to the idea of the role-play, model being Cal talking about 

where he lives, even using the Appalachian dialect. Write the word remote on an easel, and clarify that Cal lives in a remote 

place, meaning that it is far away or out of the way; hard to get to.  

• Continue reading, stopping periodically and asking the students playing Cal to tell the students playing the Book Woman 

about themselves and what they are feeling and/or thinking.  

• Encourage the “Cals” to support their statements with evidence from the book or pictures. For example, on the third page of 

text, Cal might say: “I feel really uncomfortable about Lark being such a reader. See how my face looks when I’m watching 

her reading on the porch.”  

• As the Book Woman enters the story, encourage the “Cals” to share their disbelief that she would travel “clear up the 

mountainside! A hard day’s ride and all for naught, I reckon,” since they have nothing to pay her with. (page 7).  

• As the read-aloud progresses, continue to periodically stop and have the students dialogue with each other in character. As 

you listen in, look for exemplary role-playing examples, even asking these students to ‘perform’ in front of the class.  

• Be sure that the Book Woman characters have a chance to tell the “Cals” about the trips they make to get to his home. Say to 

the Book Woman partners: “What is it like for you to get the books to Cal?” Remind students to refer to details from the text 

as they answer. 

• After the 13th page of text, where Cal thinks about how brave the Book Woman is and wonders what “makes that Book 

Woman risk catching cold or worse,” have the “Cals” share their thoughts with their Book Woman partner and ask her why 

she takes that risk. 

• The goal of this activity is for students to begin to think about what another person’s life circumstance might be like and to 

build empathy and an appreciation for a life circumstance different from their own. 

• If students are reluctant or 

struggling with the role-playing, you 

may need to first discuss how the 

character is feeling and what they’re 

thinking at a pause point and allow 

the class to suggest things that 

might be said or done. This will give 

the students some ideas to take into 

the role play for that ‘scene.’ 

• Encourage students to take on the 

activity and have fun with it by 

asking them to use the dialect of the 

story. You can even challenge the 

class by offering to give an 

“Academy Award” for the most 

authentic and spirited role play. 

B. Reading Informational Text: Physical Environments around the World (25 minutes) 

• Gather everyone whole group. Ask: “What made it challenging for the Book Woman to get to Cal and his family?” After a few 

students share, follow up with: “Is that the only place in the world where it might be hard to get books to people?” Ask the 

class to think about other places where it might be hard to get books to people. Give students time to think, then have a few 

share aloud, encouraging them to clearly describe what the place is like. Try to keep using the terms and phrases remote, 

obstacles, and ‘access to books.’ 

• The text “Physical Environments 

around the World” is written at two 

different Lexile ranges. Use the 

appropriate text for each student. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Begin a running list of vocabulary related to the physical environment that comes up throughout the remainder of the 

lesson. This list will include valley, mountain, gulley, distance. Include other words that students offer if they are 

appropriate.  Decide if this should be an anchor chart throughout the unit. 

• Explain that in this next part of the lesson, students will read an informational text that will give them some background 

information about different kinds of physical environments around the world. While they read it, they should think about 

what physical environment means. They should also think about the obstacles to getting books to people who live in these 

different environments might face.  

• Distribute the “Physical Environments around the World” text and Physical Environments around the World 

(Directions and Discussion Questions) to students. Students will work with a partner but each partner needs their own 

set of materials. 

• Read the directions together (including the learning target: “I can retell key ideas from an informational text”).  

* Students read the text aloud with a partner. 

* Students reread silently on their own. 

* Students identify key vocabulary and note unfamiliar words.  

* Students discuss answers to questions with their partner. 

• Notice that some steps are independent and some are with a partner. For all steps however, partners sit with each other. 

• When partnerships finish the text and questions, they should be given a picture of a physical environment and 

complete the task described in the directions. Partnerships will finish at different times. Those that finish with both the text 

task and picture examination task can trade pictures with another partnership to give the remaining partnerships time to 

finish. 

• Post a list of vocabulary somewhere 

in the classroom to refer to and add 

to throughout the remainder of the 

unit. Make sure to include the words 

obstacles and remote. 

• There are two modified formats of 

the article – one that has gist boxes 

for each paragraph and one that has 

challenging terms defined for each 

paragraph. Either of these can be 

used before, during, or after the 

lesson for students who may need 

more support to comprehend this 

text. 

• Consider providing pictures of some 

of the landforms or other relevant 

terms described in the text for ELLs 

or other students who might require 

that support. 

• Provide an audio recording of the 

text. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief (5 minutes) 

• Bring students back together as a whole group with their pictures. Ask two partnerships to team up and share their pictures 

with each other. They should tell what the landforms, water features, and climate are in the picture, what obstacles in the 

physical environment might make it hard to get books, and how those obstacles might be overcome. 

• Remind the class that in the opening of the informational text, it says, ‘All around the world, the way that people live is 

closely connected to their physical environment. The landforms, and the temperature, the seasons, and the amount of 

rainfall in a place are all important parts of its physical environment.’ 

• Help students to recall that the physical environment made it challenging to get books to Cal and his family. Explain that 

during this final unit, they will be reading about places around the world where it’s challenging to get books. In addition, 

they will learn about people like the Book Woman, who go to heroic lengths to get books to people who want and need them. 

Ask students to briefly Think-Pair-Share their predictions about other characteristics of the physical environment that might 

make it challenging for people to access books. 

• Display the Important Unit 3 Terms anchor chart and use it to review some of the important terms covered in the 

lesson. As the unit plays out to continue to add terms that would be helpful to students for their conversations and upcoming 

writing. 

• Building on students’ vocabulary 

should be a constant focus. Putting 

a structure to this work is critical for 

students’ acquisition of language. 

Building familiar routines around 

working with words is an important 

part of this. 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Tell your family that Unit 3 was launched in school today. Share the Unit 3 Newsletter with them. Look through books in 

your local library or your book collection at home. Find one about a real place in the world. What are some of the landforms 

and water features there? What is the climate like? What might the lives of people who live in that environment be like? 

Discuss this with someone at home.  

 

Note: For Lesson 2, gather a variety of world, New York State, and United States maps that clearly show land and water 

information (i.e., deserts, mountains, rivers, etc.). These maps are needed for Lesson 2.  If these available in desktop sizes, 

that would be ideal for the activity in Lesson 2. 

• Some students may benefit from 

being allowed to take a copy of the 

article from the lesson, “Physical 

Environments around the World” 

home with them. 
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Obstacles: That Book Woman 

 

 

 

obstacle – something that gets in the way; a barrier 
 

personal obstacle – having to do with a person and a struggle they’re having 
 
physical obstacle – having to do with the area where a person lives 

 

 
Cal 

 
The Book Woman 
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Physical Environments around the World1 
 (680 Lexile Level) 

 

Introduction 

     All around the world, the way that people live is closely connected to their physical 

environment. The landforms, and the temperature, the seasons, and the amount of 

rainfall in a place are all important parts of its physical environment. Some places 

around the world, such as the Arctic, are very cold all year round. What do you think people 

who live there wear? Probably not T-shirts and shorts! If you’re thinking warm clothing, 

you’re right! 

Climate 

     Climate is how hot or cold, wet or dry a place is. Some places have a climate that 

changes with the season. For example, here in New York State, our summers are usually 

hot. We do get some rain, but it doesn’t happen every day. Our winters are cold. In some 

parts of New York State we get lots of snow in winter. Spring and fall are not too hot or too 

cold. We usually get some rain during those seasons.  

     There are some places in the world where it is always hot. Most of those places are near 

the equator. Some of those hot places are also very dry. These hot, dry, places are called 

deserts. The Sahara desert in Africa is a great example of a place like this. Other hot places 

can be very rainy. Indonesia is a great example of a place like this.  

     Remember those people who live in the Arctic? They live in cold climates. Even though it 

is cold, it is very dry, and if the air is dry, there will be no moisture in the air to make snow. 

In fact, it gets so cold (below 14° F (–10° C)) that it hardly ever snows! It is a cold desert. 

The reason why you see snow in pictures of these places is that when it does sometimes get 

warm enough to snow, the temperature never gets high enough to melt the snow, so the 

snow stays there year after year. 

(page 1 of 2) 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U3:L1  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) February 2015   •  13 
 

Physical Environments around the World1 
 (680 Lexile Level) 

 

Landforms and Water Features 

     Mountains, valleys, hills, forests, cliffs, and plains are all examples of landforms. In some 

parts of New York State, there are many mountains, hills, and forests. Some parts of New 

York State are very flat. Some places around the world, like Afghanistan, have a lot of 

mountains. Other places, like the grasslands of Africa, are very flat.  

     Oceans, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and bays are all examples of water features. You can find 

all of these water features in New York State! Some places around the world, like Finland, 

are right on the ocean. It has a long coast, where the water meets the land. 

Summary 

     The climate, landforms, and water features of a place are important parts of their 

physical environment. All around the world, there are lots of different kinds of physical 

environments. Think about this: What would living near an ocean be like? How about 

living in a desert? What about living high up in the mountains? Would life be exactly the same 

in all these places? 

(page 2 of 2) 

1Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes. Adapted from Junior Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally & 

Company, 2001), ISBN: 978-0-528-17734-7. Lexile: 680. 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level) 

 

Introduction 

     There are many different physical environments all around the world. 

Physical environment means things like the land, temperature, seasons, and 

rainfall in a place. Some places around the world are very cold all year. The 

Arctic is like this. What do you think people in the Arctic wear? Not T-shirts 

and shorts! 

Climate 

     Climate is how hot or cold, wet or dry a place is. In some places the climate 

changes each season. Think about New York State. Our summers are often hot. 

We get some rain, but it doesn’t rain every day. Our winters are cold. In some 

parts of New York State we get a lot of snow. Spring and fall are not too hot or 

too cold. We often get rain in the spring and fall. 

     Some places in the world are very hot all year. Most of those places are near 

the equator. Some of those places are also very dry. The hot and dry places are 

called deserts. The Sahara Desert in Africa is a good example. Some hot places 

can be rainy. Indonesia is a good example.  

     Remember those people who live in the Arctic? It is a cold climate. It is so 

cold that it doesn’t snow much! But when it does snow, the snow never melts, 

so snow is always on the ground. It is also very dry. It is a cold desert. 

(page 1 of 2) 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U3:L1  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) February 2015   •  15 
 

Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level) 
 

Landforms and Water Features 

     Some examples of landforms are mountains, valleys, hills, forest, cliffs, and 

plains. There are many mountains, hills, and forests in New York State. Some 

parts of New York State are very flat. Some places around the world have 

mountains. Afghanistan has a lot of mountains. Other places are very flat. The 

grasslands of Africa are flat. 

     Some examples of water features are oceans, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and 

bays. You can find all of these in New York State! Some places around the world 

are right on the ocean. Finland is on the ocean. It has a long coast, where the 

water meets the land. 

Summary 

     The climate, landforms, and water features of a place are important parts 

of the physical environment. There are lots of different physical 

environments around the world. What would living near an ocean be like? 

What would living in the mountains be like? What would living in a desert be 

like? Would life be the same in all those places?  

(page 2 of 2) 

 
 

 

2Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes. Adapted from Junior Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally & 

Company, 2001), ISBN: 978-0-528-17734-7. Lexile: 530. 
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Physical Environments around the World 

(Directions and Discussion Questions) 

 

Target: I can retell key ideas from an informational text. 
 

Part 1: With your partner 

Read the informational text “Physical Environments around the World” aloud with 
your partner. 

Part 2: On your own 

* Now reread on your own, silently. 

* As you read, identify key vocabulary by underlining it on your copy of the text. 

*   Circle unfamiliar words. 

Part 3: With your partner 

1. Tell your partner three important details from the text. Explain why you think they 
are important. 
 

2. Discuss the four questions mentioned in the last paragraph of the article.  

a. What would living near an ocean be like?  

b. What would living in the mountains be like?  

c. What would living in a desert be like?  

d. Would life be the same in all those places? 

 

3. Look at the picture you have been given and discuss: 

 the landforms and water features in the picture  

 what you think the climate must be like 

 what obstacles to getting books someone living in this environment might have 

 how those obstacles might be overcome 
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Getting the Gist of: Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level with gist boxes) 

 

Introduction Gist  

     There are many different physical 

environments all around the world. Physical 

environment means things like the land, 

temperature, seasons, and rainfall in a place. 

Some places around the world are very cold all 

year. The Arctic is like this. What do you think 

people in the Arctic wear? Not T-shirts and 

shorts! 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

Climate Gist  

     Climate is how hot or cold, wet or dry a 

place is. In some places the climate changes 

each season. Think about New York State. Our 

summers are often hot. We get some rain, but it 

doesn’t rain every day. Our winters are cold. In 

some parts of New York State we get a lot of 

snow. Spring and fall are not too hot or too 

cold. We often get rain in the spring and fall. 

 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

(page 1 of 4) 
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Getting the Gist of: Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level with gist boxes) 
 

Climate (continued) Gist  

     Some places in the world are very hot all 

year. Most of those places are near the 

equator. Some of those places are also very 

dry. The hot and dry places are called deserts. 

The Sahara Desert in Africa is a good example. 

Some hot places can be rainy. Indonesia is a 

good example.  

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

     Remember those people who live in the 

Arctic? It is a cold climate. It is so cold that it 

doesn’t snow much! But when it does snow, the 

snow never melts, so snow is always on the 

ground. It is also very dry. It is a cold desert. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

(page 2 of 4) 
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Getting the Gist of: Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level with gist boxes) 
 

Landforms and Water Features Gist  

     Some examples of landforms are 

mountains, valleys, hills, forest, cliffs, and 

plains. There are many mountains, hills, and 

forests in New York State. Some parts of New 

York State are very flat. Some places around the 

world have mountains. Afghanistan has a lot of 

mountains. Other places are very flat. The 

grasslands of Africa are flat. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

     Some examples of water features are 

oceans, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and bays. You 

can find all of these in New York State! Some 

places around the world are right on the 

ocean. Finland is on the ocean. It has a long 

coast, where the water meets the land. 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

(page 3 of 4) 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level; with gist boxes) 
 

Summary Gist  

     The climate, landforms, and water 

features of a place are important parts of the 

physical environment. There are lots of 

different physical environments around 

the world. What would living near an ocean be 

like? What would living in the mountains be 

like? What would living in a desert be like? 

Would life be the same in all those places? 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

_____________________ 

(page 4 of 4) 

2Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes. Adapted from Junior Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally & 

Company, 2001), ISBN: 978-0-528-17734-7. Lexile: 530. 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(680 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 
 

Introduction 

     All around the world, the way that people live is closely connected to their physical 

environment. The landforms, and the temperature, the seasons, and the amount of 

rainfall in a place are all important parts of its physical environment. Some places 

around the world, such as the Arctic, are very cold all year round. What do you think 

people who live there wear? Probably not T-shirts and shorts! If you’re thinking warm 

clothing, you’re right! 

Gist 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Glossary: 

physical environment –everything that surrounds a living thing  in the natural world 

landform - any of the earth's land features, such as a hill or valley 

rainfall – a falling of rain 

Arctic - the region around the North Pole and inside the Arctic Circle 

(page 1 of 4) 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(680 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 
 

Climate 

     Climate is how hot or cold, wet or dry a place is. Some places have a climate that 

changes with the season. For example, here in New York State, our summers are usually 

hot. We do get some rain, but it doesn’t happen every day. Our winters are cold. In some 

parts of New York State we get lots of snow in winter. Spring and fall are not too hot or too 

cold. We usually get some rain during those seasons.  

     There are some places in the world where it is always hot. Most of those places are near 

the equator. Some of those hot places are also very dry. These hot, dry, places are called 

deserts. The Sahara desert in Africa is a great example of a place like this. Other hot 

places can be very rainy. Indonesia is a great example of a place like this.  

     Remember those people who live in the Arctic? They live in cold climates. Even though it 

is cold, it is very dry, and if the air is dry, there will be no moisture in the air to make snow. 

In fact, it gets so cold (below 14° F (–10° C)) that it hardly ever snows! It is a cold desert. 

The reason why you see snow in pictures of these places is that when it does sometimes get 

warm enough to snow, the temperature never gets high enough to melt the snow, so the 

snow stays there year after year. 

Gist 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

(page 2 of 4) 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(680 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 

 

Climate (continued) 

Glossary: 

climate – the usual weather conditions in a place 

equator – the imaginary circle around the middle of the earth 

desert – a very dry region with few plants growing in it 

Sahara Desert - a vast and very dry region of North Africa extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the Nile River 

Indonesia - a country in southeastern Asia made up of a group of islands stretching from the Indian Ocean into the Pacific  

Ocean 

 

 

Landforms and Water Features 

     Mountains, valleys, hills, forests, cliffs, and plains are all examples of landforms. In some 

parts of New York State, there are many mountains, hills, and forests. Some parts of New 

York State are very flat. Some places around the world, like Afghanistan, have a lot of 

mountains. Other places, like the grasslands of Africa, are very flat.  

     Oceans, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and bays are all examples of water features. You can find 

all of these water features in New York State! Some places around the world, like Finland, 

are right on the ocean. It has a long coast, where the water meets the land. 

Gist 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

(page 3 of 4) 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U3:L1  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) February 2015   •  24 
 

Physical Environments around the World2  

(680 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 

 

Landforms and Water Features (continued) 

Glossary: 

landform – any of the earth's land features, such as a hill or valley 

plains – a large, flat area of land without trees 

Afghanistan – a country in south central Asia 

water features – any of the earth’s water forms such as lakes, rivers, oceans and the like 

waterfalls – a stream of water that falls from a higher place 

bay – a body of water with land around it but that is open to the sea on one side 

Finland - a country on the Scandinavian Peninsula in northern Europe 

coast - the land next to the ocean 

 

 
 

Summary 

     The climate, landforms, and water features of a place are important parts of their 

physical environment. All around the world, there are lots of different kinds of physical 

environments. Think about this: What would living near an ocean be like? How about 

living in a desert? What about living high up in the mountains? Would life be exactly the same 

in all these places? 

(page 4 of 4) 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 3: LESSON 1 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U3:L1  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) February 2015   •  25 
 

Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 
 

 

Introduction 

     There are many different physical environments all around the world. 

Physical environment means things like the land, temperature, seasons, and 

rainfall in a place. Some places around the world are very cold all year. The Arctic is 

like this. What do you think people in the Arctic wear? Not T-shirts and shorts! 

Gist 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Glossary: 

physical environment –everything that surrounds a living thing  in the natural world 

rainfall – a falling of rain 

Arctic - the region around the North Pole and inside the Arctic Circle 

(page 1 of 4) 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 
 

Climate 

     Climate is how hot or cold, wet or dry a place is. In some places the climate 

changes each season. Think about New York State. Our summers are often hot. We 

get some rain, but it doesn’t rain every day. Our winters are cold. In some parts of 

New York State we get a lot of snow. Spring and fall are not too hot or too cold. We 

often get rain in the spring and fall. 

     Some places in the world are very hot all year. Most of those places are near the 

equator. Some of those places are also very dry. The hot and dry places are called 

deserts. The Sahara Desert in Africa is a good example. Some hot places can be 

rainy. Indonesia is a good example.  

     Remember those people who live in the Arctic? It is a cold climate. It is so cold that 

it doesn’t snow much! But when it does snow, the snow never melts, so snow is 

always on the ground. It is also very dry. It is a cold desert. 

Gist 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Glossary: 

climate – the usual weather conditions in a place 

equator – the imaginary circle around the middle of the earth 

desert – a very dry region with few plants growing in it 

Sahara Desert - a vast and very dry region of North Africa extending from the Atlantic Ocean to the Nile River 

Indonesia - a country in southeastern Asia made up of a group of islands stretching from the Indian Ocean into the Pacific  

Ocean 

(page 2 of 4) 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 
 

Landforms and Water Features 

     Some examples of landforms are mountains, valleys, hills, forest, cliffs, and 

plains. There are many mountains, hills, and forests in New York State. Some parts 

of New York State are very flat. Some places around the world have mountains. 

Afghanistan has a lot of mountains. Other places are very flat. The grasslands of 

Africa are flat. 

     Some examples of water features are oceans, rivers, waterfalls, lakes, and 

bays. You can find all of these in New York State! Some places around the world are 

right on the ocean. Finland is on the ocean. It has a long coast, where the water 

meets the land. 

Gist 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

Glossary: 

landform – any of the earth's land features, such as a hill or valley 

plains – a large, flat area of land without trees 

Afghanistan – a country in south central Asia 

water features – any of the earth’s water forms such as lakes, rivers, oceans and the like 

waterfalls – a stream of water that falls from a higher place 

bay – a body of water with land around it but that is open to the sea on one side 

Finland - a country on the Scandinavian Peninsula in northern Europe 

coast - the land next to the ocean 

(page 3 of 4) 
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Physical Environments around the World2  

(530 Lexile Level; with gist boxes and glossary) 
 

Summary 

     The climate, landforms, and water features of a place are important parts of the 

physical environment. There are lots of different physical environments 

around the world. What would living near an ocean be like? What would living in the 

mountains be like? What would living in a desert be like? Would life be the same in all 

those places?  

(page 4 of 4) 

2Written by Expeditionary Learning for Instructional Purposes. Adapted from Junior Classroom Atlas (Rand McNally & 

Company, 2001), ISBN: 978-0-528-17734-7. Lexile: 530. 
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Important Unit 3 Terms Anchor Chart 

 

 

1. physical environment – everything that surrounds a living 

thing in the natural world 

 

2. access – to get or to reach 

 

3. ‘access to books’ – to get or have books 

 

4. obstacle – something that gets in the way of something you 

want 

 

5. overcome – to get past something bad or negative 

 

6. remote – far away; out of the way; hard to get to 
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Lesson 1 Homework 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 
Share with your family members that we started Unit 3 today! Make sure to also share 

the Unit 3 Newsletter. 

 

Discuss the following words and phrases with someone at home: remote, obstacle, 

physical environment, ‘access to books’ 

 

Look through books in the local library or in your collection at home. Find one about a 

real place in the world. What are some of the landforms and water features there? What 

is the climate like? What might the lives of people who live in that environment be like? 

Discuss this with an adult at home. 

 

The place I examined was: _________________________________________ 
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Conversation Cards 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I contribute to the 
conversation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I stay focused and keep the 
task in my mind. 

 

I listen carefully to what’s 
being said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I make sure I’m face to face 
with my partner or group. 

 

I keep my eyes on the 
person speaking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I respond to what others say 
with comments or 

questions. 


